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My 13—&/5“éear old students

HAEL GRIFFIN

LIZ, RICHARD, SHAWN, MICHAEL, CHAMBEY in G U

bout 2 weeks ago | discovered
A my 13-15 year old students are

geniuses. They are taking physics,
chemistry, biology, college level math,
English, Chinese, and three others
courses. The English they are learning is

harder than some college English. Give
this question a shot:

Rclolubt = I’ll be picked for the team
. whether

...Yeah, | thought it was C too.
Apparently, the “best” answer is A.

They are first taught to read and write
English and perfect, extremely difficult
grammar patterns, and then it’s my job to
teach them how to speak.

| have also learned if my students are
not having fun, they won’t try. | strive
to teach them rudimentary English while
tricking them into thinking they are not
learning! Oftentimes they leave class
thinking they didn’t learn anything but |
can almost always see improvement from
the beginning of class to the end.

The biggest thing | have learned is English
is HARD!
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Rhett \sThe Monkeys

e went to Clever
W Zhanglialie monkey.
(the inspiration Still hissing.
for the scenery in Then Rhett
Avatar). thought
he would
Mist enshrouded trick the
mountains? Yes. Beautiful monkey by
blossoming trees? So throwing
many! Getting attacked by o the peanut
monkeys? Affirmative. shells in
his hand
| hope | never forget off the
Rhett’s face when after mountain. Air-borne peanut
he’d opened up his bag of peanuts, shells don’t go too far. Monkey
a money came down from the even angrier...hissing is louder,
trees, hissing..Rhett was terrified. paws are in striking position.
First | told him to put the bag up Finally, | tell Rhett to just give
—— his shirt. him the bag!! Rhett hurls the

bag off the side of
mountain with a face
of fury, fear and a

bit of embarrassment
for getting held up

by a monkey for his
peanuts.

-Rhett & Anna Ferrin
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What | have learned about teaching English

-
| x

I have learned the best
thing a teacher can do for
his students is be willing
to learn and improve as
well. It is important to
be prepared, but more
important to accept that

there is no substitute for P \
making mistakes. Don't TS \iing afted ¢ 0SS
be scared. Love makes it d and WS students tal¥ang —
bea
work. \

-Brad Johnson

I teach kindergarten. I
don’t speak Chinese and
my kids don’t speak much
English, but they always
find a way to express their
love towards me. I have
learned that even the
simplest things have an
impact on them; that truly
makes me want to be a
better teacher.

-Betsabe Ruiz
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C#IIV'&S‘E CORNER

FAMILY

——

-l

Phrases

?‘Zgﬁﬁ ;s /|\ A (List family, eldest to youngest) *D?‘Z
(WO jiaydu _#  gérén. (List family, eldest to youngest) hé wd.)
| have __# people in my family. (List oldest to youngest) and me.

CEEEIE T . (WO shijiéhan le.)
| am married.

Vocabulary Words
Family - 2% E (jiating)

Father - & & (baba)

Mother - ﬂ!ﬂ (mama)

Elder Brother - E1 &7 (gége)

Elder Sister - Zﬁ!lﬂ (jigjie)

Younger Brother - 58 52 (didi)
Younger Sister - TRk (meéiméi)
Siblings - 50 R 1H K (xiongdijieémei)
Child - #ZF (haizi)

Wife - & %2 (Iéopé)

Husband - & 2 (I30gong)
Girlfriend - ZZ A& (nlipéngyou)
Boyfriend - BB (ndnpéngyou)

A Little Numbers Reminder
== (Y1) 2 ==(Er) 3=Z=(San) 4=M(Si) 5=H(Wi)
6 = 75(Lin) 7=t Qi) 8=/\(Ba) 9=RUin) 10= 1 (Shi)
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CHIN 55' € CORNWNER
GREETINGS

—

‘w y
—

‘\ __ .'I"‘? = Wl :;

By B 45

(zao hao) (wan hao)

good morning good evening

BARE? A =AY

(zén me yang) (bu cuo / hai xing)

How’s it going? Not bad / OK?

12 4{R!(hén gao xing rén shi ni!) - Its very nice to meet you!

Greetings
Q: R F? A’ oy 2

(ni jiao shénme ming zi) ® (wdjiao____

What is your name? My nameis ___
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We are

his past week all
of the American
websites on

the internet stopped
working. We couldn’t
sign onto our email,
Ilds.org, BYU-Idaho, or
Google.

Monday night, after
helplessly trying

to watch General
Conference, we made
dinner and just before
we took the first bite
there was a loud
KNOCK on the door.
We both looked at
each other shocked
because we have never
had anyone knock on
our door. The knocking
continued more loudly
and quickly. Then
Matthew opened

the door and there
were two policemen
demanding something
in Chinese. We were
thinking, “oh no, what
did we do?” We soon

innocent!

| sy

learned that they
wanted us to give
them money. We called
our school director
and he spoke to them
in Chinese. It was a
loud conversation; we
could hear our director
through the phone.
Then after about 10
minutes they hung up,
smiled and left.

We still have no idea
what they wanted.
We need to ask our
director but we think
it has something to do
with the rent on our
apartment because
there was a guy with
the two policemen that
was standing in the
doorway offering his
comments. Anyway
we got our internet

to work and General
Conference was great.

-Matt & Marisa Rascon

\

Matthew opened
the door and there
were 2 police
men demanding
something in
Chinese. We were
thinking, “oh no
what did we do?”
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DISCUSSIONS

What is the best souvenir you brought home from China’?

I absolutely love my painted scrolls. They're
very large but worth dragging home. One
is yellow with birds, the other is of blue
mountains. they go great in my home and
remind me of my travels.

-Harmoni Wallace

I have bought some pretty cool stuff. A
custom made Chinese dresses, beautiful
chopstick sets, pearls, a music box...But I
must say my best souvenir when I get home
is going to be my journal.

-Shelby Ann Nielsen

Hmmm that’s a hard question. I have
bought some pretty cool stuff. I got a custom
made Chinese dress for $21.50!!! The other
thing I really like is a statue of dolphins that
is swirled colors of white and blue.

-Cierra Van Leeuwen
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What are the “Top 2” most useful phrases you used in China?

Wo yao qu (place name) -1
want to go to

Bu hui shuo zhongwen -1
don’t speak Chinese
-Shelby Ann Nielsen

Duo shao gian? (How much is this)
Bu yao! (I don't want.)
Tai gui le (It's too expensive)

You mei you... (Do you have...) I used this all the time
in stores; it was easier to just ask than to have to look
for it.

-Kimberly Sechser

“Bao” means full. If people are bothering you to eat
there food and you say it they immediate leave you
alone, it's amazing!

-Cierra Van Leeuwen
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CUA M B LB Lo SRR A E S AW N

what year did the last
chinese dynasty end,

and what dynasty was
It

HOW many provinces
are there in China
today?

RSN Y ¥ 1 1 JHY

You can check out the awnsers to the trivia questions and
so much more on the China Horizons Facebook Page
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